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The area which pays Baikal its water tribute is not really very great — 557,000 square kilomet-
res, slightly bigger than Spain or France. Rivulets, so small that they dry up in the Julyheat
and are stopped by the first frost, hurry down from the heights with their gifts to the grand old
man. More water is brought by other streams that are also not so mighty, but each is famous
in its own way: the sarma wind comes rushing down the valley of one; in the valley of another,
the Turka, there are hot mineral springs, and visitors come to the small health resort of Go-
ryachinsk for treatment. In the old days anyone who was cured left a stone as a gift, and enti-
re pyramids were formed in this way. The modest Pokhabikha, so named in honour of the
pioneer Yakov Pokhabov and his brother Ivan, will sometimes be swollen by a mud avalanche —
a mixture of water, grey mud and stones — and will carry it all down, destroying everything in
its path. These rivers are quiet, carry little water but this quidtness is deceitful. If the August
rains last longer than usual, the streams become raging torrents, overflowing their banks and
rushing into Baikal at breakneck speed.

It has long been debated just how many tributaries Baikal has. In the 1950 s scientists esti-
mated the number at 336; Today it is around 300. But although only three — the Selenga, the
Verkhnaya Angara and the Barguzin — carry three quarters of the annual run-off
(58.8 cu. km. of water), the missing quarter is supplied by these small rivers.

The territory of a protected preserve lies north of the 387-km-long valley of the Barguzin
and of its tributaries. Lush, untrodden grasses grow here, rare ferns carpet the ground, and
game-wardens cut the green grass solely to fill tall, wedgeshaped feeding-racks with heady-scen-
ted hay in winter, when deep snows threaten the animal population with hunger, so that a hare
can nibble at the very bottom, a roe or a kabarga (small musk deer) a little higher, and
a long-legged elk can feed from the top. The Barguzin Preserve is one of the oldest not only
in Siberia but in the whole of Russia. When the sable disappeared from the hunting grounds
of the boundless taiga, so rich in birds and animals, it was decided to save the world-famous
sable of the Barguzin region, distinguished for its dark and beautiful pelt. In 1916 a vast tract
of the earth’s surface with mountains, rivers and untouched taiga was declared a game-preserve.
Its area is over 260,000 hectares. The three-kilometre stretch of the Baikal shore has also beco-
me a preserve where fishing is forbidden over an area of 15,000 hectares — the whole land of
the Podlemorye (as these parts are known among the local population) with its special laws.

Originally created for the protection of the sable, it subsequently, by decree of Soviet po-
wer, took on the protection of flora, fauna, trees and grasses in general.

In 1970 the Baikal Preserve, with an area of 165,000 hectares, was created in the territory
of Buryatiya adjacent to the lake. The northernmost river of Baikal, the Verkhnyaya Angara,
carries twice as much water as the Barguzin, but this river, which supplies 14 per cent of the
annual run-off, seems small compared to the Selenga. A small stream born in the steppes of
Mongolia, the Selenga gatheres strength, absorbing the waters of small rivers and streams along
the route, and, having travelled a distance of 1,590 kilometres, runs into Baikal in a mighty
stream that is slow to mingle its yellowish waters with the pale blue of the lake. The rivers,
large and small, are the spawning grounds of the omul, the trout of Siberia — the grayling, the sig,
and the sturgeon. In wave after wave the fish come up the swift-moving streams, spawn, and
then return to Baikal to regain their strength in the peace and quiet of the green depths.
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Bapry3uHckui 3an0BeAHUK — OJYH U3 MEPBbIX, OPraHM30BaHHbIX B
Halllell cTpaHe, U caMbIX cTapbix. OH u3BecTeH Oarogapsi 3HaMeHH-
TOMY 0apry3uHCKOMY cOCOJII0, MOYTH UCUe3HyBIIEMY K Hayaay XX
BeKa U BIIOCJIEACTBUM BOCCTAaHOBJIEHHOMY. 3aIllOBEIHUK, PACIIOJIO-
JKEHHBIN Ha Oepery cka3oyHoro o3epa Baiikas, Bcerja npuTsruBal
MccieaoBaTe e, yTEIeCTBEHHUKOB, JTI00UTEIeN YHUKATbHBIX
yroskoB npupoapl. O camom baiikase 1 ero OKpeCTHOCTSIX Halu-
CaHO HEMAJIO M BCE )€ MOABJSIOLIAECS OYEPKU, KHUTH, KDACOYHbIE
ab00MBI, MO3BOJIAIONIME HanboJIee TOYHO COCTaBUTD MPEACTaBIIE-
HHUE O HEMOBTOPUMOCTH 3TOIO Kpasi, BCerja BCTPEeYaloTCsl YuTaTe-
JIAMUA C HEU3MEHHbIM MHTEPECOM.

' ZKuponucHble JaHAmadThI [Tpubaiikaibsi, ero XMBOTHBIA U pac-
TUTEJIbHbIA MUP COXPAaHWJIMCh MOYTA HETPOHYTHIMHU TOJIBKO IIOTOMY,
4YTO A0 HEJABHErO BPEMEHM 3TH MECTa OCTaBaJMCh TPYAHOAOCTYII-
HbIMH.

[IpaBga, JOCTYMHOCTDb 3aMOBEIHUKA OTPaHUYEHA HE TOJBKO €ro
MEeCTOMNO0JIO)KEHHUEM, HO U PEXXMMOM, KOTOPBbIM Ha €ro TEppUTOPUN
He MmpeaycMOTpeH Typu3M. M 310 He cayyalHO: OCHOBHas 3ajaya
3al0OBEIHUKOB, B IPOTUBOIMOJIO )KHOCTh HAllMOHAJIBHBIM MMapKaM —
COXpaHEeHMe LIEJIOCTHOCTH MPUPOAB], €€ MEPBO3AaHHOCTHU. 3aIllOBE-
HUKH, BMECTE C APYTUMH 0CO00 OXpaHSIEMbIMHM Y4aCTKaMH, CO3AI0T
YCJIOBH S, TIPEMATCTBYIOIIME OBICTPOMY TEXHOTEHHOMY IIPOLIECCY,
paspymaroiiemy ouocdepy, a ¢ Heii U HOPMaJIbHbIE YCIOBUS XU3HU
IIPUPOJIBI M YEJTOBEKA. |

Hacrosituit ¢oT0as00M 3HaKOMUT C HEITOBTOPUMBIMH T€i3a-
>)KaMHM, )KUBOTHBIM U PaCTUTEJIbHBIM MUPOM Bapry3uHckoro 3armno-
BEeJHMKa, TOKAa3bIBA€T )XU3Hb MPUPO/Ibl BO BCEX €€ CE30HHBIX MPOSB-
neHusix. B aap0oMe mpeKpacHblE CHUMKH, CIeJaTh KOTODBIE AAJIEKO
He MPOCTO U NpodeCcCruoHalty: A 3TOT0 HaJAO I0JI0e BPeEMS XXHUTh B
3aMoBeHUKE M MPEUCIIOJHUTHCS 0CO00M JTI000BBIO K 3TOMY Kparo.
MacTtepcku BbINIOJIHEHHBIE (OoTOrpaduu, MpUUYeM CaMbIX HHTEPEC-
HBIX ¥ TPYAHOAOCTYITHBIX MECT ¥ B CaMbl€ HEDJIATONPUATHBIE C€30HbI
rozia, a Kpome Toro npogeccuoHaJIbHO M )XUBO HAITMCAHHBIA TEKCT,
nenaT GoToaaTb00M HE TOJBKO MHTEPECHBIM, HO M HEOOBIYAHO
Mo3HaBaTeIbHbIM.

Boixoz aas00Ma 0 Bapry3mHCKOM 3amoBeJHUKE — 3TO XOPOIIMH
MOJAapPOK BCEM JIIOOMTEJISIM NIPUPOBI M €€ 3aIMTHUKAM, M Ka KIbIi,
KTO MO3HAKOMUTCS C 9TUM M3JaHUEM, MMOJYYUT OTPOMHOE SCTETH-
YeCKO€e yAOBOJIbCTBUE OT BEJIMKOJIEMTHBIX BUAOB OJHOTO M3 CaMBbIX
YAUBUTEIbHBIX YIOJIKOB Hamred PoauHsL.

K. Il. Qunonoa,
0OKTOD 6OuonOUYecKuUx Hayx
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